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CERF+’s Craft Emergency Relief Fund program has emergency grants and no-interest loans available to 
artists working in craft disciplines who have experienced a recent, serious emergency such as illness, 
injury, fire, theft, or natural disaster. The maximum potential grant for established artists is $6,000, and 
no-interest emergency recovery loans range from $500 to $9,000. The maximum potential grant for 
emerging artists is $3,500 

Quick Reference Guide: Eligibility and Supporting Documentation 
CERF+ Emerging Artists Working in a Craft Discipline emergency assistance. 

ELIGIBILITY 

CERF+ recognizes that many of the most acclaimed artists of tomorrow working in craft disciplines have 
only started to establish their careers today. We understand that these promising artists may not have 
years of significant income from their craft, but have gained recognition for their skill and creativity, and 
have taken strides to enter the professional realm. We are eager to assist an artist who can show his/her 
young career was on a clear trajectory to professional success and he/she was otherwise financially 
independent before a recent, severe emergency took the art career off course. 

To be eligible for this category of CERF+’s emergency assistance, applicants must: 

• Demonstrate outstanding quality and depth of work and commitment to your career through 
supporting documentation. 

• Must have experienced a recent, unforeseen emergency or triggering event that has 
significantly and adversely affected your ability to produce your artwork. 

• Be a legal U.S. resident. 

TO APPLY 
Go to www.cerfplus.org, select “Apply for Help” on the home page, and follow the directions from 
there. 

The CERF+ staff is available to help you put together your application. Please contact Les Snow for 
further information: (802) 229-2306 or les@cerfplus.org 

REQUIRED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

In addition to submitting an application, please submit documentation that verifies your emerging art 
career, and your recent emergency. Required supporting documentation includes: 

• A resume detailing your accomplishments as an artist working in a craft discipline. The following 
are requested if applicable and if not included in the resume: 

o Listing of recent exhibitions 
o Catalogs of recent exhibitions, reviews of exhibitions, articles documenting work, and/or 

other documentation that helps establish professionalism, excellence, and involvement 
in the craft field 

o Listing of fellowships, awards, honors, university or other professional training, 
workshops, residencies, and commissions 

• At least 10 quality images of your recent work (photographs, digital files, or a web address). 
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• A brief (one page) statement discussing the nature and objectives of your work and explaining 
why you believe the 50% income requirement should be waived for your work 

• A brief (one page) statement discussing the steps you have taken and plan to take to operate 
your art business in a professional manner (business plan summary, accounting system, 
insurance, business related education, etc.).  

• Documentation of the emergency through photos, news articles (if you are mentioned), 
fire/police reports, or, in the case of a medical emergency, a doctor's report. 

• While not required, if your most recent tax return helps support your status as an emerging 
professional artist working in a craft discipline, you are welcome to provide it. 

NOTE: CERF+ Emergency Recovery Loans are not available to artists applying under the emerging 
artist category 

The above emergency assistance eligibility and supporting documentation guidelines are for those 
applying as an emerging artist working in a craft discipline. If you feel your art and art career would 
more likely fit one of CERF+’s other artist categories (Artist with an established craft business; Artist with 
an established, alternative craft career; Folk and traditional artist), please contact CERF+ for more 
information or go to www.cerfplus.org and select “Apply for Help” on the home page. 

If mailing your application and/or supporting documentation, please mail to: 

Loans, Grants & Services 
CERF+ 
535 Stone Cutters Way, Suite 202 
Montpelier, VT 05602-3796 

CERF+ Emergency Preparedness, Relief and Recovery Resources 

Please note that CERF+ also has extensive emergency preparedness, relief and recovery information 
available for all artists at www.cerfplus.org/studio-protector/. 


