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CERF+ Artists “Get Ready” Grant Proposal Sample 

 

Flood Readiness (Individual artist) 
 
I recently moved into a new studio space. It’s on the ground floor, which is good, because being a potter 
who moves quite a bit of inventory, I don’t want to deal with stairs or elevators. I am concerned about 
flooding though. While the landlord says the building has never flooded, there’s a river just a few blocks 
away and the building is not on a hill. I decided to investigate more, and now I want to make some 
changes in my studio to minimize losses in case there is a flood. 

During my investigation, I learned that my studio is within the “100 Year Flood Zone.” Any given year, 
there’s a 1% chance my studio will be flooded. Storms seem to be more severe in recent years, so I’ve 
decided not to take any chances. These are the changes I intend to make*: 

● Build a heavy-duty shelving system on wheels for storing material, supplies and artwork. My 
current storage system is not strong enough to allow for safely storing everything on higher 
shelves, nor for moving inventory efficiently about or out of the studio. 

● Build moveable platforms for my two kilns. Raising my kilns above potential floodwater height is 
not practical, but I can set them up so they are quick and easy to move into my trailer if flooding 
is imminent. 

● Though flood insurance for my studio contents isn’t a physical change to my studio, it is 
something I will be purchasing, because my business insurance does not cover damage from 
floods. 

Taking these steps will minimize damage from flooding, and if there is a flood, I will have coverage for 
what is lost. I plan on using high quality, heavy-duty materials, so the improvements will provide long 
term service. 

Floods are the most common natural disaster. I plan on taking “before improvements” and “after 
improvements” photos of my studio, and will share them with other artists in the hope that seeing the 
improvements will inspire some to think about their potential flood risk. 
 
Estimated Expenses 

● 3 - 3’x6’x6’ shelving units on casters: $1,140 total 
○ Metal framework and fasteners: $200 per unit 
○ Wood for shelves: $100 per unit 
○ Casters with brakes: $80 per unit 

● 2 - 30”x48”x6” kiln platforms on casters: $310 total 
○ Wood for platform framework and surface: $75 per unit 
○ Casters with brakes: $80 per unit 

● Flood insurance for studio contents: $800 annual premium 
$500 of $2,250 project cost to be funded by CERF+ grant. The remainder will come out of my 
business savings. 
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*I’m sure there are some leasehold improvements I could make to the studio as well to minimize flood 
damage, but for now I will suggest the landlord make these changes: 

● Elevate the furnace, water heater, and circuit-breaker panel. 
● Raise the few electrical outlets in my studio that are near floor level to a higher level 
● Install check valves in sewer traps, to prevent floodwater from backing up into the drains. 
● Upgrade the ground floor doors with flood gates. 
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