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Inventory Records Improvement and Safekeeping (Individual artist) 
 
On average, I have 50 of my wood carvings in stock at any one time. I don’t currently have an organized 
system to record my carvings as I create, display, and sell them. I plan on purchasing and using a 
computer based inventory record system to better track what I’ve created and sold. I also plan on 
subscribing to a “cloud” based file storage service as a safe offsite location to backup the inventory 
records and other computer files. 

The inventory record system I plan on using is GYSTPro. It will allow me to track important details about 
each carving, its current disposition (sold, in a gallery, etc.), and artwork photographs. The system allows 
for development and tracking of other important art business records as well. I intend to eventually use 
many of those features. 

Not only will using this system provide for retrieval of vital business information in case of a loss to fire 
or theft, but it will allow for a much more efficient workflow in my studio. The simple work of keeping it 
up to date will alleviate the time-consuming and frustrating task of finding this information using my 
current record “system.” 

The cost of the inventory record system is a one-time expense, but the cloud storage service 
subscription is for one year. I will include the annual fee as part of my annual expense budget in 
subsequent years. Like my business insurance premiums, I will treat the expense as an essential part of 
maintaining a professional business. 

I can’t imagine creating, maintaining and securing an inventory record system is the most inspiring 
activity for artists, but if it will help get other artists thinking about it, if awarded the grant, I will create a 
short video showing me inputting an artwork record and how I track the artwork in the system as it 
moves from inventory, to a sales venue, to being a sold item. 
 
Estimated Expenses 

● GYSTPro Software: $129 
● Backblaze Cloud Backup: $50/year 
● Total (and grant request amount): $179 

I estimate it will take a day to install and learn the important features of the software, and then 
approximately five minutes each to input artwork information (4-5 hours total for the current 
inventory). 

 

https://www.gyst-ink.com/software
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