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Emergency situations, whether natural or manmade, pose significant 
threats to the practices and livelihoods of artists and makers. 

CERF+ has put together a craft artists emergency preparedness guide 
tailored to the needs of creative professionals. Being proactive may help 
you mitigate potential damages and safeguard your artistic work. The 
guide is self-paced and designed to equip you with the necessary tools and 
resources to formulate a plan to protect your practice.



Prepare
Engage in Reflection. 
To start, reflect on the assets vital to your artistic practice and 
those you cannot afford to lose. These assets fall into various 
categories:

1.	 Structures: This may include your studio space, classroom area, 
or any physical structures supporting your practice.

2.	 Things: These include your artworks, tools or equipment for 
creation, and technology you use for promotion and sales.

3.	 People and relationships: This includes studio assistants, 
customers, students, galleries, and mentors crucial to your 
practice.

4.	 Events: Classes, performances, shows, or other events integral to 
your artistic endeavors.
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Navigating through potential threats to your artistic practice 
requires careful consideration of various scenarios. Here are some 
prompts to initiate your reflection:

1.	 Disasters: Climate-related or manmade events that could disrupt 
your work.

2.	 Physical Threats: Theft or damage to your studio or equipment.

3.	 Health Issues: Illness or injury.

4.	 Financial Challenges: Economic downturns or market instability 
affecting your income.

5.	 Technological Risks: Failures or data loss that would disrupt your 
digital assets.

6.	 Personal Emergencies: Family crises or bereavements affecting 
your focus and availability.

Having identified these risks, it’s crucial to assess their potential effects 
on your assets. Reflect on how each scenario could affect your studio, 
equipment, relationships, events, and overall practice trajectory.

Finally, prioritize these risks based on their likelihood and potential 
severity. Focus on addressing the ones that pose the greatest threat to 
your practice as you proceed forward.

TIP 
Get detailed assistance on 
planning a safe and secure 
workplace by visiting CERF+’s 
online Studio Protector. If you 
want to learn more about the 
most likely climate-related 
disasters then start here. 

Consider whether you’re 
knowledgeable about the most 
common emergencies and risks 
faced by artists working in your 
medium. Also, assess your 
awareness of climate-related 
disasters in your living and 
working areas. If you lack this 
information, take some time to 
research events you might be 
susceptible to.

https://cerfplus.org/studio-protector
https://cerfplus.org/studio-protector
https://www.fema.gov/locations
https://www.fema.gov/locations


Personal Safety. Ensuring your personal safety and the well-
being of your loved ones is the number one priority of preparedness 
planning. Take the time to strategize the most effective methods for 
staying informed, creating a comprehensive safety plan, and consistently 
practicing it to ensure it is helpful when the need arises.

a.	 Stay informed – Know what disasters and hazards could affect 
your area and how to get emergency alerts. 

b.	 Make a plan – Create an emergency plan now. Understand that 
during a disaster, family members may be apart. Identify local 
threats, plan communication methods, and set a clear meeting 
point for everyone to reunite easily.

c.	 Practice your plan and update it – An effective emergency 
plan requires action. Practice your plan regularly to familiarize 
yourself with the steps and check your assumptions. Schedule 
annual practice drills to test your preparedness and make 
necessary updates to the plan.

ACTION STEP 
Visit Ready.gov for tips and 
tools to make a comprehensive 
emergency plan. 
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Safeguard Your Practice.  Disruptions to your work can 
happen anytime. Protecting your practice includes deciding how to 
document and save important records, set up a workspace safely, 
and select the best insurance for your practice. 

A few common things to consider when setting up a 
workspace safely include: 

	• Building regulations

	• Electrical circuits and wiring

	• Structural challenges including mold/mildew or risk of 
climate disasters

	• Hazardous materials 

	• Fire safety

	• Insurance

	• Safety equipment

	• Communication protocols

	• Exit plans

ACTION STEP 
Get detailed assistance on planning 
a safe and secure workplace by 
downloading your free copy of the 
CERF+ Studio Safety Guide. Whether 
you’re looking for a new studio 
or assessing your current space, 
the guide helps you reduce risk to 
yourself, your artwork, and your 
practice. 

TIP 
Often the first line of defense 
against an emergency is having the 
right insurance. Check out CERF+’s 
“Business Insurance Guidebook for 
Artists” to start becoming familiar 
with the right type of insurance for 
your practice. 

www.studioprotector.org
www.studioprotector.org


Respond & Recover
It is important to take appropriate steps immediately following a 
significant emergency or disaster in order to begin the recovery 
process. If you experience an emergency or disaster, this list will help 
you get started with your personal and professional response and 
recovery: 

• Take care of yourself first. Assessing and responding to your
immediate needs is of the utmost importance.The Red Cross
offers this list of actions that will help you stay safe as you
begin to respond to an emergency or disaster.

• If possible, take immediate action to salvage artwork. You
can learn more about salvaging artwork through the Heritage
Emergency National Task Force Save Your Family Treasures
program.

• Consider relocating valuable items that cannot be secured
in your home to the residence of a friend or family member
outside the disaster area, if possible. Alternatively, explore
options such as renting a storage unit. Check to see if your
insurance policy covers storage expenses.

• Review your insurance coverage and file a claim if you
experienced losses.

TIP 
As you are working through the steps 
to prepare for the future, go the 
extra mile to preserve your legacy 
and reputation, and protect your 
name and artwork, by creating a 
Legacy and Estate Plan. You can start 
by using CERF+’s Legacy and Estate 
Plan Guide. 

TIP 
Take care of your greatest asset – your 
body. CERF+ partners with Wellness 
for Makers to share best practices with 
artists that will allow you to use your 
body in ways that strengthen yourself 
and your art practice.

https://www.studioprotector.org
https://www.studioprotector.org
www.studioprotector.org
www.studioprotector.org
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/safety-immediate-aftermath.html
https://culturalrescue.si.edu/resources
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/recover/save-family-treasures
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/recover/save-family-treasures
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/recover/save-family-treasures


	• Take photos of any damage that may have occurred to 
personal property 

	• If you can still live in your home, but it requires some critical 
repairs, contact your insurance agent. Be sure to take photos 
before the work is started. Save all receipts related to the 
repair for your claim. Remember to watch out for home repair 
scams.

	• If you need another place to shelter, keep track of all expenses 
you incur during this time. Collect receipts and put them in an 
envelope until you can meet with an insurance representative. 
Many homeowner’s and renter’s insurance policies provide 
limited coverage for hotel, meals, and other expenses following 
a disaster.

	• If you do not have money to afford a place to shelter or do not 
have insurance, go to a local community shelter.  Communities 
of faith and schools are often converted into shelters following 
a disaster. Staying in these shelters is no cost to you.

	• If you are feeling overwhelmed or need someone to speak with 
to process the event, consider calling the Disaster Distress 
Helpline at 984-236-5300, or 800-662-7030 for Spanish. 
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	• Keep in mind that you may need counseling services.  
This is normal following a life-altering event like an  
emergency or disaster. Find more information about  
accessing assistance here.

	• There are a number of nonprofit arts organizations across the 
country that assist artists following an emergency or disaster 
event. Contact CERF+ to learn more about their resources for 
artists and how they can help following an emergency.

	• If you find yourself in need of legal assistance following a 
emergency, consider looking into Volunteer Lawyers for the 
Arts (VLA). 

	• Learn more about navigating the aftermath of Climate 
Disasters through a resource from CERF+ and Nest.

TIP 
Take photos and videos of damage 
before you begin the clean-up 
process.  Be sure to include 
photos or videos of the outside 
and inside of the building, including 
damaged personal property, and 
label them by room before you 
remove anything.  If you have 
insurance, be sure to photograph 
the make, model and serial number 
for appliances such as washers, 
dryers, hot water heaters, kitchen 
appliances, TVs and computers.

https://cerfplus.org/studio-protector/resources/artist-emotional-help-resources/
https://vlany.org/our-mission/
https://vlany.org/our-mission/
https://vlany.org/our-mission/
https://www.buildanest.org/climate-guides/
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Order the Studio Safety Wall 
Poster (2’ x 3’) or download free at 

www.cerfplus.org

Order the Business Insurance 
Guide or download free at 

www.cerfplus.org 

Visit the Studio Protector website: www.studioprotector.org  
for more information, details, and resources that  

are outlined in this guide.

http://www.studioprotector.org
http://www.cerfplus.org
http://www.cerfplus.org
http://www.cerfplus.org
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